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2016 winner of the Minnesota Book Award for translation. We’ll ship your book to you within 24 hours. Free Standard Shipping in the U.S. (on orders over $25) What a long day it’s been. It’s hard to believe that it’s already the day before we’re supposed to go back to work after the summer vacation. Here’s how this one will go: Monday we’ll see the grandparents again, Tuesday we’ll go to the
emergency room, Wednesday I’ll have to work late and on Thursday we’ll have to rush to the airport and fly to Finland. We’re supposed to return on the sixth, but who knows if we’ll be back before then. Maybe tomorrow morning we’ll say our goodbyes, then leave in the afternoon, or maybe we’ll stay on the whole time and the weekend will be long, relaxing, and fun. Time will tell. I’m going to write
some more poems. They’re the only thing I’m good at in this household, or at least that’s what I think. The ones that have been published so far have been written from my point of view, of course. I can’t imagine that there will be a different perspective coming out of my typewriter soon. The house is packed with things. Yesterday we bought a vacuum cleaner, a dishwasher, a mattress and a bed frame,
a futon, a sofa, a bed, and a stereo. What a mess it was. The grandparents have told us that they’re willing to take care of the grandchild. But they’re more willing than we are, and what they don’t want to do is to pick up the baby from the grandparents’ house every day for two or three hours. We’re thankful to them, but we’ll have to find someone to do it. Grandparents who spend all day taking care of a
two-year-old are not going to be able to drive an hour to our place in the evening and pick him up. Here’s some food for thought: Our grandparents were the parents of the president of Finland, and my father was born in New York, raised in Australia, and came to Finland as a young man. We’re a 82157476af
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